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TOPIC 2: The question of the impact of polarization on global security

I. Introduction to the Topic

The presence of polarization in our current world has never been more visible. Social, economic,
and political polarization can be observed in our daily lives where people are divided into the rich and the
poor, political ideologies are reaching their extremes, and conflicts are constantly invading our society
and our own security. Although polarization often remedies issues by providing positive competition, it
also can cause dangerous consequences when it heads to an extreme. This kind of polarization can lead to
intensely negative emotions targeting specific groups—usually ones with an opposing view—and
intensify existing problems such as economic disparities, gender inequality, reproductive rights, rights to
healthcare, and gun rights. Not only this, the accumulation of minor polarization results in fixed prejudice
and hate towards the different groups, which then allows polarization to cause significant humanitarian
law and human rights destruction such as warfare and genocide as well, interfering the global security.

The rising topic was discussed in the 2018 United Nations Secretary-General’s report to the
General Assembly, titled “Safety and Security of Humanitarian Personnel and Protection of United
Nations Personnel”. This report brought up the threatening potential of this issue and the importance of
global cooperation in finding resolutions for managing polarization.

II. Definition of Key Terms

Political (Group) Polarization

Political polarization is one of the most common types of polarization which occurs when the gap
between the different attitudes and ideological perspectives among the public intensifies—usually in two
separate ways. This significantly undermines the pursuit of the common good as this phenomenon often
correlates with the rise of ideologically divided extremes and radical political parties. Therefore, the
diversity in the representation of the population would be eliminated, and it can often lead to direct
conflict between the two divided masses. Political polarization has shown rapid escalation around the
world during the last few decades and has been disruptive to our societies: observable both in developed
countries such as the US, as well as, in developing countries such as India.

Economical Polarization
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Similar to political polarization, economic polarization is when the economic inequalities between
the population intensify. The differences in income and wealth distribution usually cause economic
hardships for the larger segments of the population with a lower standard of living. This type of
polarization can be found in most parts of the world, both in developed and developing countries,
currently showing a significant global increase. For instance, in the case of the US, the economic
polarization seemed steady until the 70s due to recovering from the Great Depression. However, it has
started gaining a faster pace over time, eventually setting its largest record in 2013 where the median net
worth of the nation’s upper-income families was almost 70 times that of the lower-income families. In
addition, economic polarization also impacts our society through means such as harder levels of
employment, increased crime rates, and decreased education and health levels.

Extreme Ideologies

Ideologies are a set of opinions or beliefs of a particular group or individuals. They usually
connect with political beliefs such as libertarianism, authoritarianism, conservatism, and radicalism. It is
also commonly referred to as the left and right wings, where these two are identified with the power
relationship between the population and the government. The left-wing generally stands for concepts such
as freedom and the well-being of the general public. Therefore, they believe that the role of the
government should expand in order to resolve social issues such as poverty, gender inequality,
reproductive rights, gun rights, and more. On the other hand, the right wing is more tilted towards
individualism where they believe the government should not have over-exceeding power that interferes
with the freedoms of the individual. Because of this, their political perspectives towards the same issues
listed previously oppose the left wing’s viewpoint. Moreover, when these ideologies reach their extreme,
the difference between the two sides will increase significantly, which makes this very similar to the
political polarization that was discussed above.

Genocide

Genocide is identified when acts such as murder, causation of serious bodily or mental harm,
prevention of births, and transfer of children with force are committed with the intent to destroy a certain
group due to their religion, ethnicity, nationality, or race. Under international law in 1946 by the UN
General Assembly, Genocide was first recognized as a crime. Because the distinction of genocide is
within the intent of trying to destroy a certain group either partially or totally, there are some patterns
found in the preparation of genocide. This is commonly referred to as the ‘10 Stages of Genocide’, and
polarization is included in this list as well. The list identifies polarization as strengthening the prejudice
and hate towards the target group after classifying it as the ‘them’ group.

III. Key Stakeholders
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United States of America

The United States of America is currently one of the most politically polarized countries in the
world. By January, more than 80 percent of the American population is expected to live in states where
the government is solely controlled by either one of the two major political parties of the country. This
creates tension between the two divided groups, causing the differences in education, workplaces, health
services, and minimum-wage jobs to significantly increase. Not only this, but these impacted factors of
the extreme political polarization also influence individuals’ rights and security such as their reproductive
rights to abortion, and rights to own guns, as the perspective of these issues entirely depends on the state's
political interests.

State of Israel

The political divide in the State of Israel has been dominant in Jewish and Israeli society since the
1970s. More recently, on March 2, 2022, Israel had their third vote only during a single year in order to
elect representatives for their parliament. This number of elections was caused by Israel reaching its
political deadlock, where the right-winged Likud Party or center-left Blue and White Party did not have
enough seats to form governing coalitions. This represents political polarization between the two types of
parties, however, a recent study also suggests that repeated elections may bring further polarization in the
country, increasing the challenge for the politicians to cooperate with each other and form a unity
government.

The increasing political polarization was also observable in the change in numbers as well. In
2012, 90% of Jewish Israelis identified the division of the left-right as the worst tension in the country,
but this percentage decreased to 36% according to a 2022 poll by the Israel Democracy Institute. The poll
also pointed out how polarization impacts the population’s view regarding the corruption of authority and
the state of democracy, where there was a clear distinction between belief differences. In fact, about half
of the Israelis agreed that the government is corrupt after the police stated the presence of enough
evidence for the Prime Minister for bribery, however, among voters of the two parties (left and right), this
number significantly dropped. Thus, this shows how political polarization can impact the people’s view
towards certain issues—even ones that are extremely sensitive and fragile such as Israel’s withdrawal
from occupied territories.

State of Libya

The state of Libya has been divided between two rival authorities after the overthrow of the
former leader Muammar Gaddafi a decade ago: the Government of Nation Accord (GNA) stayed its base
in the capital Tripoli, located on the West, which the Libyan National Army (LNA) stayed in the East.
Although the tension of the separation has been comparatively calm in recent years, the UN
Under-Secretary General DiCarlo recently warned about Libya’s entry to their “new phase of political
polarization”, saying that there may be risks for the destruction of gains that were achieved over the years.
The increasing tension was ignited by the cancellation of the 2021 December elections where Prime
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Minister, Abdul Hamid refused to step down from his position. Then, during the next election that took
place in March, some concerning actions of the opposing authority of Fathi Bashagha were noticed which
can possibly threaten the security of the people.

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

The Human Rights Watch is a non-governmental organization that investigates and reports human
rights abuses happening around the world. Although this organization does not directly relate to the issues
of polarization, it is where the critical impacts of extreme polarization can be found as polarization tightly
connects to human rights violations of issues such as LGBT, women, and economic rights.

IV. Key Issues including Background Information

Influence of Social Media

The increasing usage of social media tightly correlates with growing polarization. This is because
social media tends to present information, content, and media that share the same perspective as the
viewer with their algorithm preferences. The personalized content the viewer consumes strengthens their
perspective, whereas in some cases the content contains invalid or false information which causes further
potential damage. Not only this, strongly divisive content tends to spread faster and further on social
media. These extreme posts often cause small conflicts between the separated groups with commenting
features, and this worsens when anonymity is present. Additionally, social media unconsciously engage
political adversaries in our daily lives, slowly building prejudiced impressions of an issue or an opponent.
Therefore, it is clear that social media is one of the greatest sources that influence how people’s
perspectives are shaped in the current world.

COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19 outbreak was a single event that showed both economic and political polarization
all over the world. This was mainly because of how the impact of the virus differed for individuals,
usually by their educational and income differences. What this means is that COVID has worsened the
economic hardships for lower-income families that were more vulnerable to the virus with easier
exposure, harder access to treatment, and unstable jobs and income. Not only this, the virus caused the
proportion of middle-class families to shrink significantly when their magnitude and diversity of them are
crucially important to maintaining social stability. Therefore, this caused shifts in political perspectives,
especially regarding safety policies during the pandemic, and the impacts of polarization are still present
in our society today.
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Increased Inequalities

Various types of inequalities are both the cause and the effect of group polarization. The presence
of inequality itself causes the population to divide based on individuals’ stances on certain issues, and this
creates a constantly increasing cycle of polarization. Gender inequality, for instance, contributes to this
cycle, and the recent divide among the population in South Korea due to the 2022 presidential election is
a strong example of the impact of gender inequality on extreme political polarization.

According to the latest polls conducted prior to the actual election, young  South Korean males
tend to support conservative parties, whereas females support liberal parties. The identified reason for this
data was how many male populations of the country conceived the recent feminist movement to be
excessive, consequently, bringing up issues such as reverse gender discrimination. However, South Korea
still ranks 99th of 146 countries in the World Economic Forum’s global gender gap report of 2022,
indicating that the country is struggling to address the issue of gender equality to this day. Despite this
fact, the hostility towards feminism and feminists is rapidly increasing in the country, and the hate
between the two groups is unbreakable which shows extreme affective polarization. In fact, this divide
has given a significant influence on the election and has resulted in the abolition of the Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family which promotes gender equality. However, this poses a potential threat to
women’s security as it works to promote gender equality, but also helps victims of sexual violence and
supports single mothers in the country. Thus, the abolition of this department can have some negative
impacts on the safety, health, and security of women.

Threat to Democracy

It is true that polarization can be beneficial for our society, allowing predictions for political
participation, and perceptions of electoral choices. However, political polarization can also cause threats
to a healthy democracy by means such as increasing power centralization, lower satisfaction of citizens,
and dehumanization towards the opposing political party. Furthermore, these factors allow polarization to
disperse the centrists into extreme positions that draw the dividing line between ‘us’ and ‘them’. The clear
division creates fear of the ‘them’ group and labels the group as an enemy to win. Ultimately, this
destroys the center and makes radical positions a majority—resulting in political paralysis or violence.

V. Timeline of Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

Date Description of event

1941 - 1945

Holocaust was the Nazi’s deliberately organized mass murder (genocide) of the
European Jews. The victims of the Holocaust are estimated to be around 11
million: with six million of the population being Jewish. Polarization is clearly
found in the Holocaust due to its intense division of the Jews and the Nazis—the
‘them’ and ‘us’ groups. The tragic result of the event is an example of the
impacts of extreme polarization.
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1947 - 1991

The Cold War was when political polarization occurred on a global scale. The
conflict between the two representative countries of the USA and the U.S.S.R
spread around the countries, largely according to the two ideologies of
democracy and socialism. Other similar examples that occurred between the
timeframe are the Korean War (1950-1953) and the Rise of the Berlin Wall
(1961). Both of the events were caused by conflicting political ideologies and
produced physical consequences of war and borders that divided the countries
into two: North and South, East and West.

1994

Rwandan Genocide, similar to the Holocaust, was the mass murder of the ethnic
minorities of the Tutsis by the Hutus where approximately 800,000 people died
during the genocide. This is another example of political polarization leading to
a catastrophic event that threatens national security, however, also clearly
exemplifies the significance of the role of media in creating prejudice and
increasing division.

2019

COVID-19 Outbreak was the first introduction of the ongoing pandemic in the
world that has caused over 6 million casualties. Due to the lockdowns and
restrictions of safety protocols, the virus has significantly escalated economic
inequality around the world. The pandemic also clearly showed the extent of
political polarization present and how it impacted people’s security due to
numerical evidence of how certain decisions impacted the number of
cases—which impacted the security of individuals.

Jan 6th 2020

US Capitol Riot was an incident where President Trump’s supporters attempted
to interfere with the certification of electoral votes after the 2020 presidential
election after Trump claimed election fraud and encouraged his supporters to
fight back. The rioters destroyed property and caused more than 100 members of
law enforcement to get injured. This shows how the US is currently severely
divided into two political groups, and again how the division causes conflicts,
interrupting individuals’ safety and security.

2021

The Russia and Ukraine War represent conflicts deduced by political
polarization and differences in ideological beliefs. However, apart from the
central issue, it also has derived issues such as the current energy crisis in
Europe that portrays political polarization in the perspectives towards this issue.
For instance, Germany has increased their usage of nuclear energy due to the
crisis, and how the two political groups—conservationist and libertarian—are
significantly different.

VI. Possible Challenges & Solutions

Influence of Social Media

Although social media can catapult the division by stimulating each polarized group with
prioritized information—whether it is true or false—it can also be used counteractively, depolarizing the
community. Social media can provide opportunities for people to contact the ‘them’ group that helps to
fix prejudice and the hate that is created by one. Exposures to accounts from the outgroup and from news
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articles to video clips can positively impact the rocketing polarization. Moreover, the content that is
shown in the personalized feed would be less biased and increase in validity.

COVID-19 Pandemic

In order to approach the solution to the economic polarization that is further developed by the
COVID-19 virus, it is important for the government to understand the significance of increasing the
middle-income class population. This creates more balance and variations to the population, preventing
them from polarization.  To do so, governments can release relief funding to their citizens like how many
countries initially dealt with the virus and the breakdown of the average income. However, for developing
countries, this may be a challenge, thus, receiving external funds from institutions such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), or from allied countries would help revive the country’s economy.
This would then also contribute to the solutions of polarization as well. Not only this, in order to address
the political polarization that was caused by COVID, stricter regulations from organizations such as the
World Health Organization (WHO) in order to construct the baseline that would provide protection to
people's basic human rights.

Increased Inequalities

As aforementioned, the impact of inequalities on global polarization shows an ironical relationship
by those inequalities intensifying as a result of the polarization. Despite the complexity of this
relationship, this may also be interpreted that solving these inequalities is the key to maintaining security
in our society. Connecting back to the case of South Korea’s gender inequality resulting in the
abolishment of the Ministry of Women and Family, reinstating the ministry or presenting policies that
explicitly address this inequality would contribute to resolving the existing separation.

Threat to Democracy

In order to address this issue successfully, raising awareness about the significance of the impact
of polarization to our daily lives will help them recognize what is extreme and what is not. Another
solution is to cooperate more effectively with the civil assemblies in order to come up with solutions for
certain issues. The issues that are discussed can be from simple town decision making, to national-level
issues of climate change. In fact, countries such as France and the UK have discussed the issue of climate
change with their civilian assemblies through debates. Additionally, Ireland is found to have already
generated two delicate issues of  same-sex marriage and abortion, usually conceived to be too divisive.
The Irish citixens’ assemblies also resulted some major reforms towards these issues: In 2015, 62% of the
population voted in favor of same-sex marriage, and 66% said yes to legalizing abortion within 12 weeks
of pregnancy.
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VII. Recommendations for Resolution Writing including Research

Delegates are recommended to first research and identify the different polarization in their
assigned countries prior to writing resolutions. For instance, this can be the type of government and the
tension between different parties, the common perspective of the authority in their recent decisions, and
more. Be noted that the concept of polarization may be challenging to research, thus, using specific
keywords of the issue is addressed (ex. “China economic disparity” or “US political tension”). After some
general research, it would be easier for delegates to determine if their country considers polarization as a
crucial issue impacting the security of the international community. If this is too broad to start, delegates
can first research specific examples where intense polarization or two-way division caused human rights
violations, deaths, or conflict, and the government’s reaction towards the event.

In terms of forming alliances, delegates may research countries with similar political views as
their delegation and research specific events as well. Moreover, delegates are reminded to keep in mind
that polarization itself is not causing insecurity, but an extreme extent of the division is.
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Image of the US Capitol riot in January 6th, 2022 that shows violence caused by political polarization
(BBC News).

A color-coded map of the intensity of polarization globally in 1980 (“Political Polarization around”)
Videos:

● Political Polarization - Zachary Neal (YouTube)
● Political Polarization (English version) - Democracy Reporting International (YouTube)

Articles:
● Political Polarization Around the World - Penn State
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